
 

 

 

 

 
+ This symbol invites you to rise in body as you are able, or in spirit. 

 
Today, we mark and celebrate Ascension Day, observed this Thursday, May 14, in the Christian calendar. It 

commemorates the moment when the risen Christ was taken up into heaven forty days after Easter. As 
recorded in Scripture (Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9), Jesus ascended before the eyes of His disciples, bringing His 

earthly ministry to its fulfillment and entrusting to the Church the work that remains. 
This day proclaims that Christ reigns in power and glory and assures us that He has not left us alone. As we 

await the promised gift of the Holy Spirit, we are called to live as His witnesses in the world, setting our hearts 
on things above. 

 
Chiming of the Hour  Julia Matthews 
 
Welcome and Life of the Church  Kyle Damron 
 
Gathering Prayer   
 
Voluntary Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above Julia Matthews 
  arr. Hal H. Hopson 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle and Opening of the Bible Boone Kulha and Lucy Waters 
 
+ Call to Worship (Psalm 47:5-8, NIV)  Boone Kulha and Andrew Kulha 
 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
 the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
 sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing to him a psalm of praise. 
 God reigns over the nations; 
 God is seated on his holy throne. 
 
+ Hymn 263 Alleluia, Sing to Jesus HYFRYDOL 
 
Psalm Responsorial Psalm 47 Doug Gavin, cantor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Call to Confession  Tom Toth 
 While we claim to celebrate the ascension of our Lord, the way we live proclaims 
 our lack of faith in Christ’s power to deal with the world. Let us confess the 
 incongruity between our faith and practice. Let us pray. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust. 
 While we sing of your lordship over all creation, 
 we have too often lived as though you are distant, 
 as though your power does not reach into the realities of our lives. 
 

 We confess that we are quick to fear, 
 slow to trust, 
 and hesitant to follow where you lead. 
 In the face of uncertainty, we grow anxious. 
 

 In times of waiting, we lose heart. 
 Forgive us for forgetting that Christ is risen and ascended, 
 that he reigns even now at your right hand, 
 and that he has not left us alone. 
 

 Forgive us when we turn inward in fear 
 instead of outward in faith and love. 
 Lift our eyes, O Lord, to where Christ is, in glory. 
 Renew our trust in your presence. 
 

 Strengthen our hope in your promises. 
 And send us out as your faithful witnesses in the world. 
 Help us to live with confidence in your presence today 
 and in hope for life with you forever; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness (based on Ephesians 2:4-7, NRSV)  
 Hear the good news of the gospel: 
 God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
 even when we were dead through our sin, 
 made us alive together with Christ— 
 by grace you have been saved— 
 and raised us up with him and seated us with him  
 in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
 so that in the ages to come he might show 
 the immeasurable riches of his grace 
 in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
 In Christ, by God’s grace, we are saved. 
 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 
+ Passing of the Peace   
  
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 



+ Hymn 259 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 
Scripture Reading Philippians 1:1-18a Rebecca Toth
  
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon  Hal Morse 
 
Choral Music Recollection of Joy Sanctuary Choir 
  Donna J. Butler 

 
I thank my God when I remember you, for he has blessed my life with yours. 

With every prayer of mine for you, I’m filled with joy; 
for I hold you, I hold you in my heart. 

And I pray that your love may abound yet more in knowledge and in all judgment; 
That you may approve excellent things; 

That you may be sincere being filled with the fruits of righteousness 
unto the glory and praise of God. 

Grace to you and peace to you, from God our Father, Christ our Lord. 
Oh, I thank my God when I remember you. 

 
Prayers of the People  Wendy Shaw 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;  
 Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Offering and Offertory Shout to the Lord Kyle Damron 
  Darlene Zschech | arr. Mark Hayes 
   
+ Hymn Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
  Praise Christ all people here below.  
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore.  
  Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
 
+ Hymn 708 Blest Be the Tie That Binds DENNIS 
   
Benediction  Hal Morse 
 
Postlude Sound the Trumpet Julia Matthews 
  Henry Purcell 
 
 
 



The flowers today are given in honor of Mother's Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
Guest Preacher Hal Morse 
Deacon for the Week/Reader Mike Howe 
Candle Lighter/Bible Opener/Reader Boone Kulha, Lucy Waters,  
 Andrew Kulha 
Readers                                      Tom Toth, Rebecca Toth  
Camera Operator & Videographer Steven Vance 
Sound Operator Bob Church 
Organ & Piano Julia Matthews 
Sanctuary Choir  

Staff 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Vandagriff Senior Pastor 
Rev. Kyle Damron Associate Pastor, Music and Worship 
Krissi Vandagriff Minister for Education and Spiritual Formation 
Aaron Huffman Youth Minister 
Tracy Slezak  Worship Care   

Prayer of the People from Presbyterian Outlook and written by Tracey 
Davenport and provided for free distribution, © Presbyterian Outlook, 
2026. Rev. Dr. Tracey Davenport is senior pastor of Grace Presbyterian 
Church, Plano, Texas, where she has served since September 2020. 
Previously, she served congregations in Texas, Georgia, Maryland and 
California.  

The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition. Co-published by Calvin Institute 
of Christian Worship, Faith Alive Christian Resources, & Baker Books 
©2013. 

The hymns and songs that appear in the worship guide are reprinted with 
permission under CCLI License 20881406 and under One License  

 A-707503 
 
 
 


