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+ This symbol invites you to rise in body as you are able, or in spirit. 
 

Chiming of the Hour   
 
Welcome and Life of the Church  Kyle Damron 
 
Gathering Prayer   
 
Voluntary Two American Folk Hymns Julia Matthews 
  arr. Charles Callahan 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle and Opening of the Bible Bennet Toth 
 
+ Call to Worship (based on Psalm 96)   
 
 O sing to the Lord a new song; 
 sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 Declare God’s glory among the nations; 
 tell all the people of God’s marvelous works.  
 Say among the nations: The Lord is sovereign! 
 God will judge the peoples with equity.  
 Let us worship God.  
 
+ Hymn 95 All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name CORONATION 
  Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
Prayer of Praise, Thanksgiving, and Commitment Sara Klawiter 
 
Hymn  In This Time of Great Reflection RESTORATION 
  See p. 4 
 
Call to Confession  Ardith Jeep 
  
Prayer of Confession 
  
 Merciful God, 
 in your gracious presence 
 we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 
 (continues on next page…) 
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 Although Christ is among us as our peace, 
 we are a people divided against ourselves 
 as we cling to the values of a broken world. 
 The profit and pleasures we pursue 
 lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 
 The fears and jealousies that we harbor 
 set neighbor against neighbor 
 and nation against nation. 
 We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, 
 of intellect and reason, 
 and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 
 
 Lord, have mercy upon us; 
 heal and forgive us. 
 Set us free to serve you in the world 
 as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 
  
Assurance of Pardon  
  
 Hear the good news!  
 Who is in a position to condemn? 
 Only Christ, and Christ died for us, 
 Christ rose for us, 
 Christ reigns in power for us, 
 Christ prays for us. 
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  
 Amen. 
 
+ Hymn O God, Show Us Your Mercy (Psalm 67) THAXTED 
  See p. 5 
 
+ Gospel Reading Luke 20:19-26 Aaron Lacey
 The Gospel of our Lord. 
 Praise be to Christ. 
 
Sermon Caesar and God Alton Lacey 
  
Offertory Prayer  Kyle Damron 
 
Offering and Offertory God's Word is Our Heritage Julia Matthews 
  (based on J.S. Bach Fugue in C Minor BWV 847) 
  arr. John A. Behnke 
   
+ Hymn Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
  Praise Christ, all people here below.  
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore.  
  Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
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Words of Institution  Alton Lacey 
 
Invitation to the Table   
 
The Ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
 

KBC welcomes all to participate in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
We walk to the table to emphasize that we are on a common journey—a journey where we are encouraged 

and strengthened by the love we find in Christ and the support we find in our community of faith. If you cannot 
come to the table, you may receive the elements from a deacon in the aisle.  

Please hold the elements so that all may partake together. 
 
Communion Music Let Us Break Bread Together Pat Lacey 
  arr. Jay Althouse 
 
  I Surrender All Julia Matthews 
  arr. Mark Hayes 
 
The Bread and the Cup   
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;  
 Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
+ Hymn This Is My Song FINLANDIA 
  Stanzas 1 and 3 | See p. 6 
 
Benediction  Alton Lacey 
 
Postlude America the Beautiful Julia Matthews 
  arr. Anna Laura Page 
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Hymn Notes 
 
 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
The tune CORONATION was composed by American musician Oliver Holden (1765–1844), 
a carpenter, Baptist layman, and self-taught composer from Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
First published in 1793, CORONATION is one of the earliest and most enduring hymn tunes 
written in the United States. 
 
It is most often paired with the text “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name. Its triumphant 
melody and repeated refrain, “Crown Him Lord of all,” reflect the hymn’s central theme: the 
sovereignty of Christ over every earthly power and nation. Particularly fitting near 
Independence Day, the hymn reminds worshippers that while we give thanks for our 
country, our highest allegiance belongs to Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 
Source: Harry Eskew and Hugh T. McElrath, Sing with Understanding: An Introduction to Christian 
Hymnology, 2nd ed., rev. and expanded (Church Street Press, 1995), chap. 8, “American 
Traditions,” p. 179. 
 
 
In This Time of Great Reflection 
“In This Time of Great Reflection” is a hymn, written by prolific hymnwriter Carolyn Winfrey 
Gillette, that lifts up the theme of the Puritan John Winthrop’s 1630 sermon, “A Model of 
Christian Charity.” Winthrop talked about the Massachusetts Bay Colony as “a city on a 
hill,” referencing Jesus’ image from the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:14. In his use of 
this phrase, Winthrop wasn’t giving a sermon about American exceptionalism, as some 
later historical figures have suggested. 
 
As historian Daniel T. Rodgers explains in As a City on a Hill: The Story of America’s Most 
Famous Lay Sermon, Winthrop was actually delivering a warning: The eyes of the world 
would be on Massachusetts Bay to see if the colony would morally succeed in being loving, 
just, humble, good, neighborly, and kind. 
 
This hymn is a prayer that, as we reflect on our nation’s 250th anniversary, we will strive to 
be a morally responsible and community-building people; that we will repent of our sins 
and become as loving and humble as God is calling us to be. 
 
The hymn’s tune, “Restoration” (most often used for “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and 
Needy”), is a 19th-century American folk tune coming from the American shape-note 
tradition.  
 
Source: The Editorial Staff for Sojourners, “At 250 Years, A New Hymn for the Nation We’ve Been 
and Could Become,” Sojourners, special issue, “America Isn’t Exceptional,” June 2026, p. 39. 
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Let Us Break Bread Together is a traditional Negro Spiritual, likely originating among 
enslaved Christians in the American South during the nineteenth century. Some traditions 
suggest that it served as a coded invitation to secret worship gatherings among enslaved 
believers in Virginia. The line, "when I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun," has 
prompted various interpretations.  

 
Some have connected it to African customs of prayer at daybreak. In 1772, James Albert 
Ukawsaw Gronniosaw, an African-born former slave, described a practice from his youth:  
 

"I rose, as our custom is, about three o'clock (as we are obliged to be at our place of 
worship an hour before the sun rise), we say nothing in our worship, but continue on 
our knees with our hands held up, observing a strict silence 'till the sun is at a certain 
height…"  

 
Although no direct link can be established between Gronniosaw's testimony and this 
spiritual, both bear witness to traditions of reverent devotion at the dawn of day. Today, the 
hymn continues to invite worshipers to Christ's table in humility, hope, and communion. 
 
Source: Eileen Gunther, In Their Own Words: Slave Life and the Power of Spirituals (MorningStar 
Music Publishers, 2016), chap. 5, “Witness: Slave Testimonies,” p. 109. 
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