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By Scott Stearman

The world once more didnot end as it

that the rapture would happen last spring. Stubbornly things went on as usual.
0Ah, a slight miss calculation, itds a

went 0 disappointing as that may be for some (albeit many of us did feel as if

we were close to heaven on Saturday!).

It isndt just nutty preachers who are
sense that journalists, columnists, and politicians are ready for the sky to fall.
Europe is in a financial crisis. Global warming is causing visible effects and

real damage. Unemployment is at historic levels. The Middle East is in an up-
roar. Iran is on the verge of a nuclear weapon. North Korea has an enormous
arsenal and no food. The United States has disproportionate wealth and a dis-
proportionate number of people in pris
they used to. Political leaders seem more infantile then they used to. Good
news is hard to find.

This is where it helps to read the Bib
end times (there youdll be reminded t
the comforting passages about casting your anxiety upon God, about trusting

God. Those are essential. They are great to read. But what helps me as much

as all of those reminders of hope are the reminders of history. The long chron-

icle of human beings whodve lived through much worse than anything we are
likely to ever experience and who lived and died praising their creator. Read-

ing about the story of Esther or Ruth or the early disciples in Acts, reminds you

that human beings are capable of being truly happy in almost any circum-

stance. Assuming relationships of love and a life of purpose, we can be happy
inadungeon 6as the Apostle Paulds story re
The joke (not really funny) is that one of the most important classes you took in

high school (possibly taught by a disinterested teacher!) is history. To know
about the 100 yeards war, the inquisit
War, the Irish potato famine (etc!) is to know that ever period of human history

has its challenges and we happen to be living in a relatively easy period. This

is important because without this perspective we overreact and live in unjusti-

fied fear and anxiety. We also are then prone to bad decisions based on that

fear and insecurity. Our most immediate ancestors did not have disparate,

nutty, poor, and ill -equipped enemies (current day terrorists), but Hitler, a pow-
erful, very equipped, very rich, and nearly successful enemy. Together people

of the light conquered a great darkness.

Those who put dates or times on end -time predictions are a few bricks short of

a | oad. Why they claim to follow the
know. But | also believe there are s
become quite pessimistic about the fut
may not be all that bright!). 1 think we are at a period in our history when we

are seeing democracy break out in new places, technological advances in food
production and delivery, unparalleled medical advances, a growth in the ap-
preciation of other cultures, and a reasonable hope that real progress is being

made in the developing world.

| am aware there is much to do. Real progress needs to be made on a number

of fronts. But it can be done. And s
around holding my breath in anticipation or fear. The world will end, until
then my end will be dedicated to its improvement, keeping my lamps trimmed
and burning 8 for the need for light is certainly evident.



http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=165
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See pg. 2 for regularly scheduled Sunday & Wednesday activities.
Sunday, October 30th

11:30am  Quarterly Congregational Meeting

6:30 pm HOK Celebration at Concordia

Monday, October 31st
7:00 am Yoga

Tuesday, November 1st
10:00 am PrimeTimers

Wednesday, November 2nd
9:00 am Friendship International
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Food Pantry Schedule

Friday, November 4th
Food Pickup - Team 5 (Bob Starkey, Don Willis)

Saturday, November 5th
Food Pantry - Team 8 (Jody Clegg, Becky Ray,
Doug & Darla Gavin, Dorothy Hassler, KBC
Youth)
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Amoth€ Zugjbe class has started at
KBC. It will be Wednesday nights start-

¢ ing the first Wednesday of November
zvﬁnmmgn from 6pm -7pm in rooms 123/124!
Childcare will be available.
Wedd LOVE to have you
yourself or the kiddos! (see pg. 2) Call the church
office to make reservations! Our family goes every
week and wedd | ove to
Please invite friends and other church members!
The cost for Zumba will still be $5. Such a good
deal!

Please email Mekea if you plan on attending!

Global Women, Too!
Monday, November 7th at 7:00 pm

Join us for study and fellowship next Monday evening
the Bread Co at the corner of Lindbergh and Watson.

In Thanks

Thank you for your
2011 Push for Pencils Supply Drive. KBC collected
1,284 supplies and educational resources and do-
nated $13. Your commitment to helping local
children in need succeed in school is deeply ap-
preciated. Sincerely, Jessi Dowell , KidSmart

In Celebration Birthdays

10/30 - Mary Ellen Nielsen, Bob Starkey

10/31 - Taylor Howe, Anne Marie Swank

11/01 - Dan Bean, Deb Ellis, Rodger Riney,
Laura Swank

11/03 - Rhonda Pitt

11/04 - Cecelia Stearman

11/05 - Donna Watts

11/06 - Kate McNelly

11/09 - Ethan Norton, Brad Bernhard

11/10 - Mike Provance, Bill Trefts

11/11 - Melissa Reed
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November Scrip will be ordered on the 1st
(November 6th) and 2nd (November 13th) weeks
of the month due to the Thanksgiving holiday and
ipfeaing frBladk Pridd§ sh8ppiAya Orbied rfow
for all of your Black Friday shopping needs.
December Scrip will be ordered on the 1st
(December 4th) and 2nd (December 11th) weeks
of the month due to the Christmas holiday. Scrip
makes great gifts or is a great way to purchase
gifts. Stop by the Scrip table to check all partici-
pating merchants.

website.

For more information, go to our
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| 5th Sunday Sing Along
/,inct oberds 5th S
4 47|} cancelled due to pending construc-

/ tion in the Great Hall and the Con-
gregational Meeting on the 30th.

C

If you have pictures, video and / or stories from HOK
or other KBC events that you would like to share,
please email them to Sarah Pitt Kaplan at
spkaplan@kirkwoodbaptist.org.
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mailto:spkaplan@kirkwoodbaptist.org.
http://www.kirkwoodbaptist.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/SCRIP.pdf

Crriqv Ob fqgn
Youdre invited to a fpct
Cecelia Stearman. at
7:30 in the Pillsbury Chapel. The program consists of popular arias, French,
German and English Art Songs, and American Spirituals. She will be accom-
panied by the renowned founder of Union Avenue Opera, Scott Schoonover.

Tuesday, November 8th, 6:15 pm

Sunday, October 30th Entertainment provided by:
11:30 am KBC6s own Pri meT

An informal alliance of more than 30
racially, geographically, and theological-
ly diverse Baptist organizations from
throughout North America that claim
more than 20 mifllion members.
Qeropa”“v) Klsbj_bo .4) [ -..
7-9 p.m.
Music: Dello Thedford/Cecelia Stearman & combined choirs (scheduled)
Greetings: Dr. Alton Lacey (President, Missouri Baptist University)
Speaker: Dr. Freddy Clark (Pastor, Shalom Church)
Cofarv) Klsbj _bo .5) [-..
8-9:45 a.m.
Facilitated by Dr. Scott Stearman and Rev. Jeffrey Croft
10-11 a.m.

11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

2-4 p.m. HIV education/ministry, youth
violence, heroin addiction, ministry among foreign -born nationals

7-9 p.m.
Speakers include Carroll Baltimore, Tony Campolo, and Mary Wright
Eddleman by national simulcast - music led by local choirs
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I | ° ~ &tf Uuke Memorial Baptist Church

3623 Finney Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63113

@! | o a f Red. @i Jnmpny Brown, Senior Pastor, St. Luke Memorial Church
Rev. Dr. Scott Stearman, Senior Pastor, Kirkwood Baptist Church

Fkcl oj "qgf | KFReEHndvibaptisccdvenbntstk@ hotmail.com
newbaptistcovenantstl.weebly.com 314.965.2349 or 314.531.1978
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