
 
Generation 2 Generation:  Casual Mentoring that benefits Youth and Adults 

 

“One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.” 
Psalm 145:4 

 

Have you ever wondered… w hat are teen s like  today ?   
 

Well, one thing they are is media saturated .  A recent study by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation found that children “between 8 and 18 spend over six hours a day consuming 
media, and thanks to multitasking (surfing the Web while listening to music) they take in 8 
½ hours worth of media entertainment and information during those six hours.”  Very 
different from when you and I grew up.   
 

Another thing they are is neglected .  In a recent book entitled A Tribe Apart: A Journey 
into the Heart of American Adolescence, Patricia Hersch contends that we have “a wave of 
adolescents growing up with little interaction with adults.”  Hersch also explains that “most 
parents want to be the best parents they can be.  They’re simply squeezed to death, time-
wise.”  In addition, Dr. Sam Hestorff, youth minister from Tampa, FL sites that teenagers 
average 70 hours a week with school and extracurricular activities.  Very different from 
when you and I grew up.   
 

Have you ever wondered… what do teens need today?   
 

Our media saturated and isolated teenagers are hungry for relationships .  In her book, 
Hersch states that “adolescents lack and long for connections with adults.”  The years 
between elementary school and college are an in between time; a time when youth want 
independence but need guidance; a time when youth want to be taken seriously but act 
silly; a time when youth have incredible amounts of energy but are often condemned for 
being lazy; a time when youth are just beginning to discover the unique ways they are 
made but are not yet able to appreciate or understand all the gifts that God has placed 
within them.  And it is from adults that they receive guidance, are allowed to be serious 
and silly, are affirmed for who they are, and are forever influenced.  After all, “research 
shows that a one-on-one connection with an adult, a parent, a teacher, a coach is 10 
times more powerful an influence than peers.”  Very similar to when you and I grew up.   
 

Have you ever wondered… what is our  responsibility to 
our teens?   
 

So Daniel, what do we do with this information?  What is the church’s responsibility to our 
youth?  How can we offer youth what we have and what they need - adult relationships – 
when they don’t know how to ask us and don’t have the time to come to us.   
 

WE WILL GO TO THEM!  Like Paul to the churches in Ephesus, Philippi, and Corinth, we 
will go to the youth in Ballwin, Ladue, and Wildwood.  The church will expand her doors 
and reach out to our youth wherever they may be and with whatever time they have.  We 
will find ways to love them around their schedules, imparting to them the importance of 
Jesus Christ while at the same time respecting their current life patterns.   



Have you ever wondered… how can I help?  
 

How?  Through a ministry called Generation 2 Generation .   In Generation 2 
Generation, caring adults involve and invest themselves in the lives of one or two of our 
youth for one year; to walk beside them, to love them, to pray for them, and to listen to 
them.  Sound like a lot of work, it’s not, but what work there is, is more than worth it.  
The time investment for the adult is minimal compared to the impact it will have on the 
life of our teens.   
 

For more information on Generation 2 Generation, contact Daniel Johnson, Associate 
Pastor for Students at djohnson@kirkwoodbaptist.org.  


